Differences Between Crocodile, Alligator, and
Gharial

Crocodiles, alligators, and gharials are large semi-aquatic reptiles belonging to the order Crocodilia.
Although they look similar, they differ in snout shape, habitat, behavior, diet, and conservation
status. These notes provide a simple comparison for students.

1. Physical Differences

Crocodiles have a long, narrow V-shaped snout with both upper and lower teeth visible when the
mouth is closed. Alligators have a broad U-shaped snout where only the upper teeth are visible.
Gharials possess an extremely long, thin snout adapted for catching fish, and adult males develop a
bulb-like structure called a ghara.

2. Habitat and Distribution

Crocodiles live in tropical regions worldwide and some species tolerate saltwater. Alligators are
mainly found in freshwater habitats of the United States and China. Gharials occur in deep rivers of
the Indian subcontinent.

3. Diet and Behavior

Crocodiles are opportunistic predators feeding on fish, birds, and mammals. Alligators eat fish,
turtles, birds, and small mammals. Gharials primarily feed on fish and are generally shy and
non-aggressive toward humans.

Quick Comparison Table

Feature Crocodile Alligator Gharial
Snout Shape V-shaped U-shaped Long, thin
Teeth Visibility Upper & lower visible Only upper visible Thin interlocking teeth
Habitat Tropical, some saltwater Freshwater (U.S., China) Rivers of South Asia
Diet Large prey & fish Fish, turtles, small mammals Mostly fish
Aggression High Moderate Very low
Conclusion

Crocodiles are widespread and often aggressive, alligators are calmer freshwater reptiles, and
gharials are rare fish-specialists needing strong conservation protection. Understanding these
differences helps students learn reptile diversity and conservation importance.




